Questions:

1. Measure 3.1 describes projects having to work with people in isolated rural areas, pockets of deprivation or growth areas, are there specific outlines for these areas?

The definition of rural areas for the purposes of this prospectus accords with that of the Countryside agency. A list of those places defined as rural can be found at the bottom of this document (Appendix 1).
· Pockets of deprivation – please use the East of England Super Output Area definitions.

· Growth areas – Harlow / the M11 corridor, Basildon and the Thames Gateway (excluding Thurrock and Southend), Colchester and the Haven Gateway

2. Can you use the Indices of deprivation in tender writing?

Yes these can be used or referred to within tender writing.

3. Under Measure 2.2, do the outcomes of 20 programme members gaining a qualification and 20 programme members gaining paid employment need to be different people.
No an individuals outcomes can count towards both of these.

4. Can various sectors/ partnerships work together on a project?
Yes they can as long as Exdra and Essex County Council are not involved within the project.

5. Do State Aid rules prohibit businesses from gaining benefit?
For significant parts of the Objective 3 programme the ESF provided to projects does not constitute a state aid. Where ESF activity is supporting individuals to improve their employability and help them move closer to the labour market the aid is being provided to the individual and there are no direct benefits for enterprises. However there are elements of the programme that provide support to individuals in employment and in these cases there may be state aid implications in that their employers are receiving support towards the cost of training.
There are two exemptions that allow aid to be given to companies. These are the De Minimis exemption, and the training aid exemption, details of which can be found at http://www.esf.gov.uk/guidance/esf/03_rules.asp. 

All applicants are strongly advised to look into the state aid regulations and see how these regulations may affect their tender.

6. Are there any rules which prohibit Enterprise Agencies from tendering?

No, enterprise agencies are allowed to tender.

7. How broad is the definition of technologically led enterprises?

This is a fairly broad definition, ExDRA would be interested in receiving tenders which provide support to organisations who can exploit the opportunities available from science, technology, know how, design, patents etc.

8. Can charities within technologically led enterprises tender?

There are no rules which prevent charities or voluntary groups from tendering within this measure. However, it should be noted that the tender is to provide mentoring and training for small technology led enterprises, and that applicants will need to demonstrate that they possess the specialist expertise and have a successful track record in helping technology businesses.
9. Can the specifications be split between several bidders?

It is envisaged that for Measure 3.1, only one contract will be let. ExDRA is open minded as to whether Measures 2.2 and 4.3 are delivered through one contract or more.
10. Can we ask Exdra/ESF Team for help or clarification on questions?
The ESF Team/ExDRA are able to offer clarification on some points, and where this is the case, these answers will be made available to all potential applicants through the ExDRA ESF website. ExDRA are prohibited from offering one to one support to any potential applicants through the rules of ESF. Where applicants may need further assistance, they should contact the Essex Local Management Group contact, the details of which are:

Aimi MacCormac

Email: a.f.maccormac@apu.ac.uk (preferred method of contact)

Telephone: 01245 493131 Extension 4857

11. For technology based companies there is a fund of £177,778 – is this totally funded or part funded?

This amount is 100% ESF that is available. No match funding is required from applicant organisations, unless this is needed to comply with state aid regulations.

12. Why has a proportion of the costs got to be taken up by administrative work?

ExDRA needs to submit regular progress reports to Government Office on the performance of its projects, and therefore require this information from successful applicants. An audit trail is required on all ESF projects, and the burden is on successful applicants to provide this.

13. What is the timescale to get the 50 projects met for measure 4.3?

April 2006 – March 2008.

14. Why is it that the people appraising tenders may have no technical knowledge of the subject area?

Under ESF rules and regulations, only people independent from the running of ESF projects can appraise projects. Although ExDRA strives to have people with a technical understanding of the subject area involved in the application process, clearly it is not possible for all appraisers to have knowledge of all subject areas or target groups. 

15. Why 50 organisations for 4.3, not 10 or 100?

Funding and outcome targets are negotiated between ExDRA and GO-East.

16. Are the tenders to be Essex wide or can they be in specific pockets?

Applicants can be either Essex wide or in specific areas. No activity can be funded in the unitary authority areas of Southend or Thurrock. For measure 3.1 projects will need to be working with people living in rural areas, pockets of deprivation or growth areas. For measure 4.3 projects should focus around the growth areas of Harlow and the M11 corridor, Basildon and the Thames Gateway (excluding Southend and Thurrock) and Colchester and the Haven Gateway.

17. We work closely with Basildon County Council and Adult Learners, are we able to take help from these people?

If these people are not employed by either ExDRA or Essex County Council they can be involved in any potential project.

18. What is the definition of Essex?

For the purposes of this funding round, the definition of Essex is the area covered by Essex County Council. This is the district council areas of Basildon, Braintree, Brentwood, Castle Point, Chelmsford, Colchester, Epping Forest, Harlow, Maldon, Rochford, Tendring and Uttlesford. No funding is available under this funding round for the unitary authority areas of Southend and Thurrock.

19. How can we create partnerships with others – is there a forum we can use?

ExDRA will provide a list of all attendees to the ESF events in Colchester, Harlow and Chelmsford on the ExDRA website.

20. What do the ‘Post Tender Negotiations’ involve?

Post tender negotiations will cover any points of concern identified by the appraisal panel. Further information may be required by ExDRA at this stage before contracts can be agreed (for instance, a monthly breakdown of when outcomes are expected to be achieved).

21. What would happen if we failed to deliver the target?

As payments will be made on the basis of contract costs, if a target is not met the amount of funding received by the successful applicant would be decreased on a proportionate basis.

22. Why have people aged 50 or over been selected as a target group?

This is one of the groups identified by Government Office that requires support through this funding round.

23. What are the criteria for programme member eligibility in measure 2.2?

Programme members must be unemployed people over 50 years old and are not able to access New Deal for 50 plus.

24. Is only one contract welcomed for measure 3.1?

It is preferable that only one contract is let, although ExDRA is open minded at this stage as to whether more than one contract will be let. 

25. Are we limited to only one application per specification? 

Applicants should submit one application for each specification applied for. If you are applying under measures 2.2 and 3.1, two applications would need to be completed. 

In the case of an organisation wishing to have different activity within the same measure, one application should be completed.

26. We would like to tender for measure 3.1, but we only work with women, are we still able to apply?

It is preferable that this measure is open to both women and men, but if you specify in the application why you are addressing women only, then the application will be considered. Please bear in mind also that gender specific funding is already available and being used with gender specific projects for the current Tender Round 2. 

27. Under measure 3.1, you are looking for a route to qualifications NVQ level 1, 2   or 3. Can the ‘route’ therefore not be an NVQ?

The route to a qualification does not have to be an NVQ, however the overall aim of the project is for 100 programme members to receive a qualification at NVQ levels 1, 2 or 3 or equivalent.

28. Is it necessary to be in a partnership project?

No

29. What is the length of period of the contract?

Contracts will run from April 2006 to March 2008.

30. Is the contract the same as in the last round of funding?

Most parts of the contract are the same as in previous funding rounds, however there are some differences. The major difference is that successful applicants will be paid on the basis of contract costs rather than actual costs. All potential applicants are strongly advised to read through the draft contract carefully to understand exactly what will be required of them throughout the lifetime of the project.

31. If the project is complete in itself, how does it align with sustainable development in the future?

Sustainable development in the context of ESF refers to aligning social, economic and environmental impacts of the project. This is different to the sustainability in terms of the funding available for a project.

32. What are the record keeping requirements?

All project records will need to be stored until 2015. No documentation should be destroyed without first consulting ExDRA.
33. Some sections of the draft contract refer to “Programme Members”. Are these sections relevant for Measure 4.3 tenders?

If the support being provided is for the company generically e.g. help with new product development, then programme member information does not need to be provided. In this situation, Appendix 7 within the contract (detailing the information which needs to be collected) would be replaced with the following information:

-Name of organisation

-Size of Organisation:

      The organisation employees (select from one of)

· 10 or less employees

· 11 to 49 employees

· 50 to 249 employees

· 250 or more employees

-Sector:

     Please specify which of the following sectors the organisation is in:

· Agriculture

· Food, drink and tobacco

· Textiles and clothing

· Engineering

· Construction

· Transport and communications

· Professional services

· Health and education services

· Chemicals

· Mining etc.

· Utilities (gas, electricity, water)

· Metals and mineral products

· Other manufacturing

· Hotels and restaurants

· Banking and business services

· Other services

· Public administration and defence

· Wholesale and retail

· Other (please specify)

- Details of how the company was supported.

(If this is the case, answer questionnaire 2 of the equal opportunities gateway).

In the situation where employees of a company receive specific training through ESF support, e.g. an accounting course for an individual, then the programme member information shown within Appendix 7 would need to be provided together with the above information.

(If this is the case, answer questionnaire 3 of the equal opportunities gateway).

34. Due to ESF rules prohibiting sole traders from applying for ESF, if a new entity is set up in order to comply with these regulations, will the lack of a trading history affect the tender?
In this situation, you would need to evidence the track record of providing this type of support as a sole trader.
35. Does EXDRA have a group of companies in mind to receive support through Measure 4.3?
No, there will need to be an element of marketing activity by successful applicants, however it is envisaged that EXDRA will work with successful applicants in providing sources of information which may help in this respect.

36. Is it possible to submit a tender on CD or by e-mail, rather than on floppy disk?
Submission on CD is acceptable, however we cannot accept tenders via e-mail.

37. Is it possible to hire meeting space at the Essex Technology and Innovation Centre through ESF?

Yes this is a possibility. 

38. What constitutes a small company?

A small company is a company that has between 1 and 50 employees. 
APPENDIX 1

RURAL AREAS

	District name
	Ward name
	Morphology name

	Braintree
	Black Notley and Terling
	Village, Hamlet & Isolated Dwellings

	Braintree
	Bradwell Silver End and Rivenhall
	Town and Fringe

	Braintree
	Bumpstead
	Town and Fringe

	Braintree
	Coggeshall and North Feering
	Town and Fringe

	Braintree
	Cressing and Stisted
	Village, Hamlet & Isolated Dwellings

	Braintree
	Gosfield and Greenstead Green
	Village, Hamlet & Isolated Dwellings

	Braintree
	Hatfield Peverel
	Town and Fringe

	Braintree
	Hedingham and Maplestead
	Village, Hamlet & Isolated Dwellings

	Braintree
	Kelvedon
	Town and Fringe

	Braintree
	Panfield
	Village, Hamlet & Isolated Dwellings

	Braintree
	Rayne
	Town and Fringe

	Braintree
	Stour Valley North
	Village, Hamlet & Isolated Dwellings

	Braintree
	Stour Valley South
	Village, Hamlet & Isolated Dwellings

	Braintree
	The Three Colnes
	Town and Fringe

	Braintree
	Three Fields
	Village, Hamlet & Isolated Dwellings

	Braintree
	Upper Colne
	Village, Hamlet & Isolated Dwellings

	Braintree
	Yeldham
	Town and Fringe

	Brentwood
	Brizes and Doddinghurst
	Town and Fringe

	Brentwood
	Herongate Ingrave and West Horndon
	Village, Hamlet & Isolated Dwellings

	Brentwood
	Ingatestone Fryerning and Mountnessing
	Town and Fringe

	Brentwood
	Tipps Cross
	Village, Hamlet & Isolated Dwellings

	Chelmsford
	Bicknacre and East and West Hanningfield
	Village, Hamlet & Isolated Dwellings

	Chelmsford
	Boreham and The Leighs
	Town and Fringe

	Chelmsford
	Chelmsford Rural West
	Village, Hamlet & Isolated Dwellings

	Chelmsford
	Little Baddow Danbury and Sandon
	Village, Hamlet & Isolated Dwellings

	Chelmsford
	South Hanningfield Stock and Margaretting
	Village, Hamlet & Isolated Dwellings

	Chelmsford
	Writtle
	Town and Fringe

	Colchester
	Birch and Winstree
	Village, Hamlet & Isolated Dwellings

	Colchester
	Copford and West Stanway
	Village, Hamlet & Isolated Dwellings

	Colchester
	Dedham and Langham
	Village, Hamlet & Isolated Dwellings

	Colchester
	East Donyland
	Town and Fringe

	Colchester
	Fordham and Stour
	Village, Hamlet & Isolated Dwellings

	Colchester
	Great Tey
	Village, Hamlet & Isolated Dwellings

	Colchester
	Marks Tey
	Town and Fringe

	Colchester
	Pyefleet
	Village, Hamlet & Isolated Dwellings

	Colchester
	Tiptree
	Town and Fringe

	Colchester
	West Bergholt and Eight Ash Green
	Town and Fringe

	Colchester
	West Mersea
	Town and Fringe

	Colchester
	Wivenhoe Cross
	Town and Fringe

	Colchester
	Wivenhoe Quay
	Town and Fringe

	Epping Forest
	Broadley Common Epping Upland and Nazeing
	Village, Hamlet & Isolated Dwellings

	Epping Forest
	Chipping Ongar Greensted and Marden Ash
	Town and Fringe

	Epping Forest
	Epping Hemnall
	Town and Fringe

	Epping Forest
	Epping Lindsey and Thornwood Common
	Town and Fringe

	Epping Forest
	Hastingwood Matching and Sheering Village
	Village, Hamlet & Isolated Dwellings

	Epping Forest
	High Ongar Willingale and The Rodings
	Village, Hamlet & Isolated Dwellings

	Epping Forest
	Lambourne
	Town and Fringe

	Epping Forest
	Moreton and Fyfield
	Village, Hamlet & Isolated Dwellings

	Epping Forest
	North Weald Bassett
	Town and Fringe

	Epping Forest
	Passingford
	Village, Hamlet & Isolated Dwellings

	Epping Forest
	Roydon
	Town and Fringe

	Epping Forest
	Shelley
	Town and Fringe

	Epping Forest
	Theydon Bois
	Town and Fringe

	Epping Forest
	Waltham Abbey High Beach
	Village, Hamlet & Isolated Dwellings

	Maldon
	Althorne
	Village, Hamlet & Isolated Dwellings

	Maldon
	Burnham-on-Crouch North
	Town and Fringe

	Maldon
	Burnham-on-Crouch South
	Town and Fringe

	Maldon
	Great Totham
	Village, Hamlet & Isolated Dwellings

	Maldon
	Mayland
	Town and Fringe

	Maldon
	Purleigh
	Village, Hamlet & Isolated Dwellings

	Maldon
	Southminster
	Town and Fringe

	Maldon
	Tillingham
	Village, Hamlet & Isolated Dwellings

	Maldon
	Tollesbury
	Town and Fringe

	Maldon
	Tolleshunt D`Arcy
	Village, Hamlet & Isolated Dwellings

	Maldon
	Wickham Bishops and Woodham
	Village, Hamlet & Isolated Dwellings

	Rochford
	Ashingdon and Canewdon
	Village, Hamlet & Isolated Dwellings

	Rochford
	Barling and Sutton
	Village, Hamlet & Isolated Dwellings

	Rochford
	Foulness and Great Wakering
	Town and Fringe

	Rochford
	Hullbridge
	Town and Fringe

	Tendring
	Alresford
	Town and Fringe

	Tendring
	Ardleigh and Little Bromley
	Village, Hamlet & Isolated Dwellings

	Tendring
	Beaumont and Thorpe
	Town and Fringe

	Tendring
	Bradfield Wrabness and Wix
	Village, Hamlet & Isolated Dwellings

	Tendring
	Brightlingsea
	Town and Fringe

	Tendring
	Golf Green
	Town and Fringe

	Tendring
	Great Bentley
	Town and Fringe

	Tendring
	Holland and Kirby
	Village, Hamlet & Isolated Dwellings

	Tendring
	Lawford
	Town and Fringe

	Tendring
	Manningtree Mistley Little Bentley and Tendring
	Town and Fringe

	Tendring
	St Osyth and Point Clear
	Village, Hamlet & Isolated Dwellings

	Tendring
	Thorrington Frating Elmstead and Great Bromley
	Village, Hamlet & Isolated Dwellings

	Uttlesford
	Ashdon
	Village, Hamlet & Isolated Dwellings

	Uttlesford
	Barnston and High Easter
	Village, Hamlet & Isolated Dwellings

	Uttlesford
	Birchanger
	Village, Hamlet & Isolated Dwellings

	Uttlesford
	Broad Oak and the Hallingburys
	Village, Hamlet & Isolated Dwellings

	Uttlesford
	Clavering
	Village, Hamlet & Isolated Dwellings

	Uttlesford
	Elsenham and Henham
	Town and Fringe

	Uttlesford
	Felsted
	Village, Hamlet & Isolated Dwellings

	Uttlesford
	Great Dunmow North
	Town and Fringe

	Uttlesford
	Great Dunmow South
	Town and Fringe

	Uttlesford
	Hatfield Heath
	Village, Hamlet & Isolated Dwellings

	Uttlesford
	Littlebury
	Village, Hamlet & Isolated Dwellings

	Uttlesford
	Newport
	Town and Fringe

	Uttlesford
	Stansted North
	Town and Fringe

	Uttlesford
	Stansted South
	Town and Fringe

	Uttlesford
	Stebbing
	Village, Hamlet & Isolated Dwellings

	Uttlesford
	Stort Valley
	Village, Hamlet & Isolated Dwellings

	Uttlesford
	Takeley and the Canfields
	Town and Fringe

	Uttlesford
	Thaxted
	Town and Fringe

	Uttlesford
	The Chesterfords
	Town and Fringe

	Uttlesford
	The Eastons
	Village, Hamlet & Isolated Dwellings

	Uttlesford
	The Rodings
	Village, Hamlet & Isolated Dwellings

	Uttlesford
	The Sampfords
	Village, Hamlet & Isolated Dwellings

	Uttlesford
	Wenden Lofts
	Village, Hamlet & Isolated Dwellings

	Uttlesford
	Wimbish and Debden
	Village, Hamlet & Isolated Dwellings


